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Kennebec

Big Buck Woods. Goose-Dark Skies.




Little Guide for the Little Hunter

A. Clothing and accessories

Clothing to be worn according to the type of hunt is up to each hunter. However, following are a few suggestions that should guide you in the choice of garments you should pack up and take with you:

· Weather during deer and goose seasons (October and November) is particularly unpredictable. While November deer hunts are practiced at temperature as low as 0 degree in the morning, then up to 10 degrees in the afternoon, a cold front can even bring some snow and chilly wind. Inversely, a warm front can keep temperatures as high as 15 degrees for several days.   It is thus recommended to wear multi-layer garments, in order to provide the hunter flexibility to adapt to a frequently changing weather. For instance, a hunter should wear lighter clothing while walking, with extra layers packed up in a back pack, ready to use when eventually still-hunting. 

· While deer hunts require clothes that are warm enough to allow long periods of immobility, waterfowling asks for slightly lighter garments, which are comfortable, wind-breaking and water-resistant. Temperatures during October are slightly warmer, fluctuating between 0-8 degrees in the morning and as high as 10-20 during mid-day. Generally, winds are quite high and chilly on the littoral. 

· While wool garments are usually warmer (and quieter) than garments made of synthetic fibers, the latter usually gives more flexibility, even more if they are lined with a waterproof membrane, such as Gore-Tex. In order to limit your baggage to a strict minimum, it is recommended to choose an insulated, multi-layer, synthetic fiber jacket, which is lined with a rainproof membrane (Gote-Tex). Lightly insulated, Gore-Tex lined pants shoud keep you dry and warm in all occasions.  Second choice should be a wool kit, with rain gear ready to use, in a back pack.

· IN ALL CASES, it is important to wear thermal undergarments, such as Helly Hanson, Under Armour, or Louis Garneau. These piece of garments is, by far, the most important part of your clothing, since they keep warmth in and moisture out. DON’T LEAVE WITHOUT THEM! 
· AVOID cotton for intermediate layers. Choose wool and fleece (polar)
· Colors : Of course, hunting is all about being stealthy. If you don’t have camoufalge clothing, choose tame colors, such as olive, brown, kaki.

· Another important advice is, whenever you leave for a hunting day, don’t forget to take with you hand snacks, fruit bars, and other food that could provide you with energy and help you stay warm. A good quantity of water is also recommended. And please, avoid alcohol. Contrary to the popular belief, alcohol actually acts as a coolant. Try to stay warm! And as you know, alcohol and firearms is not a winning combination.

Of course, the best scenario would be to have warm, dry weather during your whole stay. But the fact is that animals usually are on the move when temperature gets chillier and weather is gusty. Then pray for some snow!

We are looking forward to guiding you,

Luc Lapierre

Here is a list of the « must-haves » :

Deer and waterfowl hunts, from tip to toe :

· 1 warm hat, with ear warmers

· 1 wool or fleece bandana (which includes face and neck protection)

· 1 netting mask (camo style)

· 1 light hat (or baseball cap)

· 1 thermal undergarment -  Under Armour, Helly Hanson, Louis Garneau (long sleeve shirt and pants)

· 1 or 2 warm fleece or wool shirts, which you can wear one over the other

· Over garments : 1 jacket and pants, insulated, with rainproof lining (4-in-1 style)

· If you choose wool, add a rainsuit to wear over it in case of heavy showers)

· Thin (but warm) wool or fleece gloves, which will allow to pull the trigger without taking them off.

· WARM boots. Here are two recommended types :

· Rubber boots, insulated with at least 1,000 grams of Thinsulate (LaCrosse Style boots)

· Waterproof leather and Gore-Tex hunting boots (Irish Setter style) insulated with at least 800 grams of Thinsulate

· Warm wool socks

· Blaze orange vest (not required for waterfowling)

We have washer and dryer available. This allows you to limit the size of your baggage.

B. Weapons and accessories

· Deer : Rifles with a minimum caliber of .243 Winchester, maximum .300WSM

· Bear: Rifles with a minimum caliber of .308 Winchester, maximum .300 WSM

· Waterfowl : Calibers .12 or .10

· LED Headlamp, Petzl style

· Hunting knife* (Deer)

· Waistbag for ammunitions and accessories

· Small back pack

· Camera

*Kennebec offers a collection of fine hand-made Canadian hunting knives. “Kennebec by Fortier” carry a high-end ATS-34 steel blade and durable maple handle. All are numbered and include their own adjusted leather sheath. The last hunting knife you will ever need. Price is 215 Euros apiece.

C. Safety

· We will provide two-way radios to allow fast communication among hunters and guides;

· Ladderstands and treestands: Though the use of a full body-harness is not mandatory, we are in the obligation of firmly recommend it. A short training session about the use of harnesses and other safety tips will be provided upon arrival.
D. Miscellaneous

· For all customers : We will be pleased to assist you with the purchase of ammunitions and accessories you may need;

· We can provide you with a firearm, if you are authorized to use one;

· For “Pioneer” and “Wild” packages customers, we will be glad to provide you with the important addresses, such as the closest supermarket, restaurants, liquor store and hunting supplies store.

Welcome to Kennebec!

